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SPOTLIGHT

Andrii
Pavelko
“REFORMS AND
TRANSFORMATIONS
MAKE UKRANIAN
FOOTBALL
STRONGER”
Ukrainian football is moving forward
in its development. This is evidenced by
the figures and facts.
“Our team, which took the helm in 2015, could
have said, “There was a war in the country
we were not up to building stadiums and
football grounds.” Surely, hardly anyone could
have expressed a complaint to us at that time.
However, we have chosen a different solution,
we have initiated the modernizing of the football
infrastructure throughout the country,” says the
president of the Ukrainian Association of Football
(UAF) Andrii Pavelko.

N

Nurturing Ukrainian youth football is
seen by the UAF as a major priority, and
the work has paid handsome dividends
in recent times. Ukraine recorded a
historic first ever for the country the FIFA
Under-20 World Cup title at the finals in
Poland in 2019.
“We’ve done a lot of work in developing
the football infrastructure in general,”
continues the head of the UAF. “UEFA assistance in recent years has helped fund,
among other things, upgrading of various
facilities and installations for youth,
women’s, and grassroots football.”
UEFA GROW participation pilot projects
are also underway in Ukrainian Kyiv,
Dnipro, and Ivano-Frankivsk regions. The
objective is to increase participation in
the country from 1% of the population
playing football to the UEFA’s average of
3.4%.
“Now, it’s important for us to step up efforts to involve children and youngsters
in football,” believes Andrii Pavelko. “In
this regard, I’m grateful to UEFA for starting the implementation of the GROW
program in our country.”
“Ukraine is an active member of UEFA,”
said the UEFA president Aleksander
Čeferin during his visit to Kyiv in SeptemApril – May | 2020
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The UAF, together with a well-known company
Ernst & Young, created a strategy for the development of football infrastructure in Ukraine until
2030. One of its key areas is building football
stadiums and grounds. State program has been
prepared and signed. Thanks to it, in 2018 alone,
more than 500 football grounds and 20 full-sized
football pitches were built.
ber 2019, “and is progressing
in its work to develop sports
infrastructures and grassroots football.”
The UAF, together with a
well-known company Ernst &
Young, created a strategy for
the development of football
infrastructure in Ukraine until
2030. One of its key areas is
building football stadiums
and grounds. State program
has been prepared and
signed. Thanks to it, in 2018
alone, more than 500 foot6 PITCH POINT

ball grounds and 20 full-sized
football pitches were built.
Three years ago, the UAF
brought new technologies to
Ukraine by constructing the
modern and advanced plant
for environmentally friendly
turfs for football pitches in
the suburb of Kyiv.
Aleksander Čeferin personally verified the quality of
the artificial grass produced
according to the German
Polytan GmbH technology,

which is a world leader in
this segment. “Production of
artificial football fields is essential for the development
of football,” he said after
visiting FFU Production plant.
“I have to say that I’m impressed by the UAF. Other
football associations can take
an example because there

is no football without the
infrastructure for it. Having
artificial fields is even more
important especially for
Ukraine because winters are
quite severe here. The UAF
does a great job developing
football in Ukraine. You can
hope for great results in the
future.”
Among the priorities of the

SPOTLIGHT

UAF are the construction of a
technical center for Ukraine’s
national teams with the help
of UEFA HatTrick assistance
program funding, as well as
the implementation of UEFA
GROW projects as part of
UEFA’s support program.
According to the President
of UAF Andrii Pavelko, other
items include Ukraine’s
prospects of hosting further
major international football
events on and off the field in
the coming years.

“System work gives its results. I’m grateful to everyone who develops Ukrainian
football, invests in it not only
money but also their heart
and soul!”
These words of the main
motivator of changes in
Ukrainian football strengthen
the confidence that everything initiated will bring
great success in the end.

Р
Р
April – May | 2020

7

PERSONALITY

Andrii
SHEVCHENKO
SINCERELY ABOUT
EVERYTHING
Andrii Shevchenko is the most
famous football player since the
independence of Ukraine. He was
active from 1994 to 2012 and scored
many goals. In 1999, Shevchenko
joined Italian club A.C. Milan
(leaving Dynamo Kyiv), quickly
became a fan favorite, and later
rose to the status of a legend for
both clubs.
Three and a half years ago, he was
appointed as a coach of the national
team of Ukraine and managed to
get to the final stage of Euro 2020.
In this issue of our online magazine,
we bring to your attention his most
interesting quotes.
8 PITCH POINT
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Football roots

I never forget my football
roots. I was spotted by
Dynamo Kyiv youth coach
Olexander Shpakov. Just
playing out the back from
where I lived. He travelled regularly across Kyiv
with the sole purpose of
discovering new talent.
He noticed me during
one of our games, which
were like wild battles and
invited me to Dynamo
school. I was brought
up in a family with a
modest income and my
first coach convinced my
parents that football was
my future.

Influence

Without doubt, Lobanovsky was the coach
that changed me most.
He taught me the need
to be patient; he instilled
the culture of work in me
and the importance of
respecting your adversary. He laid the foundations on which my career
is based. To be successful
as a coach you need
more than tactics. Lobanovsky was constantly
looking ahead, trying to
work out where football
was going next.

Success

To be honest I consider
reaching the World Cup
in 2006 with my country
as one of the greatest
achievements in my
career. The importance

of this success can hardly
be underestimated as
we have failed to repeat
it in our subsequent
attempts. Looking back,
I can say that at least I
played at the World Cup
finals. We were eventually defeated by Italy,
but do not forget that it
was in the quarterfinals
against the future World
champions. So, we were
not depressed to only
get that far in our first
attempt.

New era

If Shevchenko the
coach can become like
Shevchenko the player? I completely left
Shevchenko the player
behind, he no longer
exists; he is history. Now
a new era has started
for me, a path I want to
follow and I am happy
to work for my national
April – May | 2020
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Big challenge
Was I ready to become the head coach
of the national team of Ukraine? It was
a very big challenge for me. I agreed to
do it with my eyes open.
team. There are many more
pressures; I threw myself into
this new adventure without
having any particular experience. However, I believed in
myself, just as I believed in my
players and staff.

Good lesson

I will never forget the match
against Croatia, which we lost
2-0 in the World Cup qualifiers. It was the beginning of my
journey as a coach but it was a
good lesson.

Satisfaction

I received a lot of applause
as a player and after win of
Ukraine over Portugal as a
10 PITCH POINT

coach. I was satisfied because
the team played well and
reached an important objective,
winning decisive Euro qualifying
group match against a great
opponent and one of the best
players of all time - Cristiano
Ronaldo.

PERSONALITY

Identity

Where I stand in the debate
between those who prefer the
beautiful-game and those who
prefer getting results? Getting
the result is not enough, but it
is not enough to just play well
either. A team must have an
identity, but above all, it must
win. Its right to try to offer a
good show to those who pay
for the ticket, but people want
to see wins. I do not think the
fans enjoy themselves when
they lose.

Love
I love football; it is such a huge part of my
life. I give it everything and nobody judges
me as severely as I do. I am always trying
to find defects, even in small details that
others would hardly notice.
Motivation

The harder it is to succeed, the
more it motivates me. I wanted
to succeed with the national
team and I believed in the players during Euro 2020 qualifying
journey.

Example

I think every Ukrainian boy can
see from my example that in life
everything is possible.

Greatest reward

The greatest reward for me is to
provide football fans with good
football emotions.

Dream

My dream is a... Doing well in
the Euro’s 2020. Then we will
see where the road leads me…
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Tassotti and Maldera

AN ITALIAN DUET
THAT WORKS
PERFECTLY FOR
THE BENEFIT OF
UKRAINE

T
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Andrii Shevchenko enjoyed an illustrious
career as the Ukraine’s greatest striker. Now
as the national team coach, he has managed
to get his team to Euro 2020.
This success was made possible with the help
of his Italian assistants, whom he invited three
and a half year ago to his coaching staff.
“Football is big in Italy.. I chose to have
very Italian staff with Mauro Tassotti as an
assistant and Andrea Maldera as tactical
assistant. Tassotti has given me so much; I
have this special relationship with him ever
since we first met at AC Milan. He is a great
person, intelligent, and well-prepared,” says
Andrii Shevchenko.
“I understand that it wasn’t easy for him to
choose to come and work in Ukraine but
we’ve had a great time. Andrea is a wonderful
person too, very professional. Having them
on my team makes me feel comfortable. We
share many things.”
Tassotti

Mauro Tassotti left AC Milan
after 36 years of service to
become Andrii Shevchenko’s
assistant with the Ukraine’s
national team in July 2016.
Milan and Tasso have grown
great together, from the first
steps with that game of the
century in the Champions
League on May 18, 1994,
when he as captain lifted
the trophy into the Athens

air after a historic win over
the Barcelona of the prophet
Johann Cruyff.
Mauro and Milan, Milan and
Mauro, it was not always so
smooth. Success and glory
did not arrive immediately
and with a magic wand.
It started with Serie B in the
beginning of the 80s when
the Rossoneri’s existence was
at risk every season. However, it was Tasso who knew

Profile

how to stay strong and deserve to be part of the Silvio
Berlusconi era.
Tasso gave everything and he
gifted AC Milan even more:
assists, Brazilian touches, but
also defensive synchronism,
and tenacity in covering.
As a coach, Tassotti has
assisted Carlo Ancelotti and
Massimiliano Allegri.
Mauro was the ship which
also guided Leonardo, Clar-

ence Seedorf, and Filippo
Inzaghi and, in his final year at
the Rossoneri - his 37th - he
followed the growth of the
Rossoneri youth players on
loan at other clubs in various
other leagues.

Maldera

In 2016, AC Milan’s match
analyst Andrea Maldera also
requested to have his contract
terminated to form part of

Shevchenko’s staff.
“I was really happy that
Shevchenko chose me to take
up this role on his team,” an
Italian specialist revealed.
Many years that he spent
with AC Milan helped him
grow professionally. “There
are many differences because
the two jobs vary in many
aspects. For example at an
international level, a lot more
attention focused on individ-

uals rather than the team in
general.
In fact, at a club level, the
technical, tactical, and performance data on your upcoming opponents is at most a
week old and is therefore
reliable.
At international level, however, you might be coming up against teams that
haven’t played for a couple
of months, making much of
April – May | 2020
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the data from their previous
games obsolete.”
Going beyond the technical
aspect, Maldera emphasized
the importance of pre- and
post-match phases. “The two
contexts are very different
from each other but equally
important in terms of both
the time available and the
type of data used. But the
real leap forward will come
when data and clips are also
available during matches,
giving analysis agility, which
might also make it onto the
bench or into the changing
rooms at half-time.”

He believes it is common
practice now to send analysts
and staff into the stand to
communicate with the bench
but these relationships are
still too subjective and based
on the skills of the observer
no matter how well respected
they may be.
“Numbers and data offer an
objective assessment and
could be selected by the
analyst according to their
importance and communicated
to the manager on the bench
during matches or at half time.
From this point of view, there is
still a lot that can be done.”

Mauro Tassotti left AC Milan after 36 years of
service to become Andrii Shevchenko’s assistant
with the Ukraine’s national team in July 2016.
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“I was really happy that Shevchenko chose me
to take up this role on his team,” an Italian
specialist revealed.
Transformation

Ukraine fell short of qualifying
for the 2018 World Cup after
a home loss to Croatia in the
final round of games knocked
them out of contention.
However, the work done by
Shevchenko and his two Italian assistants was not in vain.
Ukraine won six of their eight
qualifiers, only drawing their
away matches in Portugal and
Serbia, to secure their place
at Euro-2020.
The successful qualifying campaign has allowed the team’s
younger talents to mature –
with Ruslan Malinovskyi, who
joined Atalanta from Belgian
champions Genk last summer,

Manchester City’s Oleksandr
Zinchenko, and KAA Ghent
Roman Yaremchuk developing
into key players.
Now the eyes of all Ukrainian
fans are focused on the upcoming Euro-2020.
Andrii Shevchenko and his Italian assistants, Mauro Tassotti
and Andrea Maldera, have
transformed the team’s style
into something much more
creative and tactically minded.
This transformation gives confidence that the team could
perform well at the jubilee
European championship and
surprise many there.
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FIFA Head of Football Technology
Sebastian Runge during his
mission in Kyiv
16 PITCH POINT
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VAR IN UKRAINE
TESTING AND
IMPLEMENTATION
Modern technologies in
football come to Ukraine.
FIFA and the International Football
Association Board (IFAB) gave
permission to the Ukrainian
Association of Football (UAF) last
December to use the video assistant
referee (VAR) system.
The idea of implementing the
VAR in Ukrainian football was put
forward two years ago by the UAF
President Andrii Pavelko.
There are a couple important
points to know about how VAR will
be used in the Ukrainian Premier
League (UPL).

W

“We’ve simulated various game situations and
actions to help referees make the right decisions.
The basic idea behind the VAR system is to help the
referee, but not to replace him,” UAF Refereeing
Committee Chairman Luciano Luci explained.
All expenses for the purchase of the necessary
equipment and training of referees were made were
made by the UAF.
“We have one van for six workplaces where the system is installed, two EVS servers for video replays,
and 11-trained referees – eight men and three
woman who have been certified by UEFA. In addition, a VAR technical support team was established,”
Luci revealed.
April – May | 2020
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Another point emphasized
by Luci was the creation
of mini-commissions of
representatives of the UAF,
UPL, and a Referee’s Committee, who will choose two
matches in each round at
which the VAR system will
be used, starting from the
spring part of the championship of Ukraine.
“On February 22, the match
in Kyiv between Dynamo
and FC Vorskla will be the
first ever in the UPL to be
played with the usage of
the VAR system,” the UAF
First Vice-President Oleg
Protasov confirmed.
It is clear that VAR is a positive development for the
UPL. The concerns about
18 PITCH POINT

“On February 22, the match in Kyiv
between Dynamo and FC Vorskla (2:1)
was the first ever in the UPL played
with the usage of the VAR system”
introducing VAR during the
midseason are understandable, but the technology
has been already tested
successfully during official
Ukraine U-19 and U-21
league matches.
The knowledge that a vital
referee decision has been
studied and confirmed or
corrected should bring
peace of mind to players,
coaches, and fans alike.
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FIFA U-20 WOLD CUP
 Year of design and manufacture: 2011
 Manufacturer: Thomas Fattorini Ltd,
Birmingham, UK
 Designers: Thomas R. Fattorini,
Rebecca Cusack
 Material: Copper, brass alloy, acrylic,
sterling silver, stainless steel, gold plate
 Weight: 5.1 kg
 Height: 48 cm
 Base diameter: 20 cm
 Widest point: 20 cm

Т

Triumphs in major world tournaments
will forever become national achievements in the history of the countries
that win them.
In 2019, Ukraine U-20 brought home a
glittering World Cup from Poland, which
signaled the new era in development of
Ukrainian football.
Today, we will tell you a story about this
beautiful trophy.
Thomas Fattorini in the UK created new
design for the FIFA U-20 World Cup in
2011 to complement the family of FIFA
trophies.
The company manufacturer was
founded in 1827 by Antonio Fattorini an
Italian-speaking immigrant who settled
in Yorkshire where he established a
number of retail outlets specializing
in jewellery. One of the branches that
was based in Skipton, decided to set up
a dedicated factory in Birmingham to
take advantage of the demand for cups,

A CUP THAT GAVE
UKRAINIANS PRIDE
AND HONOR
badges and medals to
sports clubs.
Fully in line with the
official slogan, “Building
bridges for future stars”,
a high-quality FIFA U-20
World Cup Turkey 2013
threw the global spotlight
on a number of teams and
a host of talented players
as well as for a new trophy
designed by UK based
Thomas Fattorini Ltd.
After normal and extra time
failed to produce a goal
in the final, a 4-1 penalty
shoot-out victory over Uruguay meant it was France
captain Paul Pogba who
hoisted the most prestigious
trophy in junior football into
the Istanbul night sky.
The 2019 FIFA U-20 World

Cup ended in Poland with a
Ukraine victory. The team
came from behind to defeat Korea Republic 3-1 in
the final at Lodz Stadium.
Oleksandr Petrakov underlined during the tournament: “There are no stars
in this team. The star is the
team.”
The Ukraine coach’s
philosophy was applied in
the game by his players,
who battled together all
over the pitch in order to
create one of the greatest
surprises in the history of
the tournament.
From never progressing
past the Round of 16 to
lifting the trophy, Ukraine’s
unprecedented run to the
title will be an enduring
memory of Poland 2019.

FIFA U-20 World Cup trophy’s elegance and purity
reflect the game’s ideals
and particularly the aspirations of the U-20 age group.
The dynamic form of the
clear acrylic shape hints at
the fluidity and movement
of the football between the
two teams, which are referred to by the two upright
curved supports.
These raise high the globeas-football, a consistent
feature amongst almost all
of FIFA’s event trophies.
Now, the magnificent
Cup is on display at the
Ukrainian House of Football, filling all Ukrainian
fans and professionals’
hearts with pride.
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